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• Recommended Amendments to 
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“Cottage” Foods

Cottage food laws are state laws that regulate the sale 
of small-batch foods made outside of commercial 
kitchens.  They allow small-scale producers to use 
appliances in their homes to bake, cook, can, pickle, 
dry or candy certain low-risk foods for sale. By 
contrast, state laws require all other food producers to 
process foods in commercial kitchens.

*Exist in 49 States + Washington DC
*Share 6 Elements in Common



6 Common Elements
of State Cottage Food Laws

1. Types of products sold 

2. Where products may be sold

3. Required registration, licensing, permitting, or inspection 
requirements

4. Sales Limitations 

1. Labeling requirements 

2. Tiered systems for different types of foods, producers, or 
sales



Product Type

OKLAHOMA



Product Venues

OKLAHOMA



Certification Requirements

OKLAHOMA



Sales Limits

OKLAHOMA



Labeling Requirements

OKLAHOMA



Oklahoma Labeling Requirements

• Affixed Labels
OK requires a basic label affixed, when 

possible, 
to the product containing the 

following information.  
If a label is not easily affixed to the 

packaging 
of the bakery item, a free-standing 

label may be placed 
by the product or placed on the 

receipt.



Tiered-Systems



Tiered-Systems (cont’d)



6 Policymaking 
Methods to Legalize Cottage Foods

1. Amending the definition of "food 
establishment"

2. Enacting stand alone cottage food legislation.  
3. Creating administrative regulations on cottage 

food.
4. Providing guidance on state agency websites.  
5. Enacting food freedom laws.  
6. Taking cottage food restrictions to court.



Recommended Amendments to 
Oklahoma Cottage Food Laws

1. Expand types of foods that can be sold (i.e. “non-
potentially hazardous foods”)

2. Expand cottage food sales venues to include 
restaurants and retail establishments

3. Eliminate or increase sales thresholds
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