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OJAõS  CORE 4 
K E Y  S T E P S  T O  C H A N G E 

Education  

Kids in school 
learning and 

actively engaged 
in and out of the 

classroom . 

08.00  
About Us  

Healthy Relationships  

Meaningful and 
supportive family 
and community 
relationships.  

Treatment  

Access to high 
quality mental 

health/substance 
abuse treatment for 

both the young 
person and their 

family.  

Vocational/College/  
Career  

Equip young people 
with the life - skills, 

career and/or 
college 

preparedness for life 
after our care.  
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WHAT WE KNOW 

Å Students with challenging behaviors need proactive, 
comprehensive and consistent systems of support . 
 

Å Students learn appropriate behavior in the same 
manner they learn to read, through instruction, 
practice, feedback, and encouragement.   
 

Å Exposure to exclusionary discipline has been shown 
not to improve school outcomes and is associated 
with higher rates of school dropout .  
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OYACS EDUCATION 
A v e r a g e  S n a p s h o t  o f  O J A  Y o u t h  

INFORMATION 

The Oklahoma Youth 
Academy Charter 
School (OYACS) was 
founded in 2015 , at 
the Central Oklahoma 
Juvenile Center and 
Southwest Oklahoma 
Juvenile Center.  
 
OYACS provides 
unique academic, 
physical, social and 
emotional needs of 
students who are in 
critical periods of 
their lives.  

ON AVERAGE: 

ON AVERAGE: 

GPA RANGE: 
50% 
Of OJA Youth are 
on IEP 

Youth enter OJA care 
on a 5 th  grade math  
level.  

Youth enter OJA care 
on a 6 th  grade 
reading level.  

0.5 ð 3.5  

Based on 2016 Juvenile Online Tracking System (JOLTS) data 



OYACS 
Oklahoma Youth Academy Charter School  

100% of OYACS students had been 
suspended at least once out of 
school  
 
Central Oklahoma Juvenile Center 
(COJC) 
39 high school graduates  
1921 credits earned  
  
Southwest Oklahoma Juvenile 
Center SWOJC 
34 high school graduates  
1645 credits earned  
 
Information as of August 8, 2018  
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Source: (Gregory , Skiba, & Neogura , 2010; Mayer, 1995; Mayer & Sulzar - Azaroff , 1991; Skiba & Peterson, 1999; Sprick , Borgmeier , Nolet , 2002).  6 

TRUTH 
S t u d i e s  I n d i c a t e  

Exposure to exclusionary discipline 
and òpunishingó problem behaviors 
(without a proactive support system) 
has been shown, not to improve 
school outcomes, but to be associated 
with lower rates of student 
achievement and higher rates of 
school dropout.   

www.ok.gov/oja  



Source: (School Discipline as a Turning Point: The Cumulative Effect of Suspension on Arrest , Mowen  and Brent, Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency , Vol.53(5) 628 - 653, 2016.)  7 

TRUTH 
S t u d i e s  I n d i c a t e  

Youth who receive a school suspension are at 
an increased odds of contact with the juvenile 
justice system.  
 
Youth who are suspended are at an increased 
risk of experiencing an arrest across time 
relative to youth who are not suspended.  
 
With each subsequent year the youth is 
suspended, there is a significant increase in 
odds of arrest.  

www.ok.gov/oja  



Source: (School Discipline as a Turning Point: The Cumulative Effect of Suspension on Arrest , Mowen  and Brent, Journal of Research in Crime and 
Delinquency , Vol.53(5) 628 - 653, 2016 .) 
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TRUTH 
S t u d i e s  I n d i c a t e  

A youth is 157% more likely to report an 
arrest each year they are suspended relative 
to a year in which they are not suspended . 

 

A youth who is suspended relative to a youth 
who is not suspended is 417% more likely to 
report having been arrested.  

www.ok.gov/oja  



Holistic Approaches to Problematic 
Behaviors in School ð òHandle With Careó 
Partnership between OCPD and OKCPS to alert school administration to a student that may be exhibiting 
behaviors as a result of trauma - https://m.okgazette.com/oklahoma/holistic-approach/Content?oid=426580 
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Serving Youth in Their 
Community 

The Office of Juvenile Affairs continues to utilize its network of youth service 
agencies to provide prevention, diversion, and treatment programs to keep juveniles 
from entering or progressing further into the juvenile justice system  

Å First- Time Offender Program (FTOP) 

Å Community At- Risk Services (CARS) 

Å Reintegration 

Å Independent Living Services 

Å Individual and Family Counseling 

Å Group Counseling 

Å Mentoring 

Å Parenting Classes 

Å School Based Services 
www.ok.gov/oja  10 



Summary  
C o l l a b o r a t i o n s   

EDUCATION 

School suspensions lead to 
increased referrals, arrests 
and deeper involvement into 
the juvenile justice system.  

COMMUNITY 

Oklahoma needs to establish 
alternatives to suspension by 
identifying studentsõ needs, 
and increasing access to 
school counseling and 
community resources.  
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