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Oklahoma Graduation Requirements 

College Preparatory/Work Ready Graduation Requirements 

70 O.S. § 11-103.6 

23 units or sets of competencies are required in order to meet 

state graduation requirements. 

 

http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/SUCCESS_brochure_2015-16_rev0715.pdf
http://ok.gov/sde/sites/ok.gov.sde/files/documents/files/SUCCESS_brochure_2015-16_rev0715.pdf


One Standard Diploma 

 College Preparatory/Work Ready Curriculum 
for High School Graduation 

(Title 70 Oklahoma Statutes § 11-103.6, Achieving 
Classroom Excellence Act 2005) 

 Core Curriculum (for those opting out of the 
College Preparatory/Work Ready 
Curriculum) 

(Title 70 O.S. § 11-103.6 and State Board of 
Education Regulations) 

 

 



Certificate of Distinction 

70 O.S. § 11-103.6d  

3.25 GPA on a 4 point scale;  

Earned four units each in English, 

mathematics, social studies, and science;  

Earned two additional units in the area of 

technology, the humanities, or the arts;  

Earned two units in a foreign language; and  

Achieved a proficient or advanced score on 

all end-of-instruction tests  
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Oklahoma Academic Scholars Program 

Oklahoma Academic Scholars receive a certificate of 
recognition from the State Board of Education and the local 
high school, a gold seal affixed to their diploma, and the honor 
recorded on their official transcript. 

Graduating seniors who meet all of the requirements listed 
below shall be recognized by the local school district and the 
State Board of Education as an Oklahoma Academic Scholar: 

• Accumulate over Grades 9, 10, 11 and the first semester of 
Grade 12, a minimum grade point average of 3.7 on a 4.0 
scale or be in the top 10% of their class. 

• Complete (or will complete) the curricular requirements for a 
standard diploma. 

• Achieve a 27 composite score on the ACT or 1220 combined 
reading and mathematics score on the SAT 1. The ACT or 
SAT 1 must have been taken on a national test date. 
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Local Practices 

• Gold seals are affixed or a notation placed on the 

transcript and/or diploma to recognize: Valedictorian, 

Salutatorian, National Honor Society,  Certificate of 

Distinction, Advanced Placement Scholar, Diploma of 

Merit (defined by LEA) 

• Oklahoma Academic Scholar Recognition Program 

includes OSDE's gold seal on diploma.  Also the honor 

is recorded on the official transcript. 

• Community volunteer service, blood donors, and other 

honors are awarded cords, stoles, and certificates.   
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ACE 
Algebra I 

ACE 
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Biology I 

ACE  

U.S. History 
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Geometry 

ACE 

English III 

Federal and State mandated tests State mandated tests 
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ACE Testing Requirements 

Students must demonstrate proficiency in 4 of the 7 

End-of-Instruction (EOI) tests. 

• Algebra I; 

• English II; and 

• Two of the following five: 

–Algebra II; 

–Biology I; 

–English III; 

–Geometry; and 

–United States History. 



ACE Alternate Tests 
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Exempt Assessments 
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ACE End-of-Course Projects 
Oklahoma Statutes (70 O.S. § 1210.523 and 70 O.S. § 

1210.525) and Oklahoma Administrative Code (OAC 

210:10-13-16) provide procedures whereby End of 

Course Projects may be used by Oklahoma students to 

meet the ACE graduation testing requirements set forth in 

70 O.S. § 1210.523.  

Documentation requirements are also set forth in OAC 

210:10-13-16.  A flowchart, the requirements, and 

frequently asked questions are on the ACE Resources 

page of the Oklahoma State Department of Education 

Website: http://ok.gov/sde/achieving-classroom-

excellence-resources 
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ACE Testing Flowchart 
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Math/ELA (3-8 gr) $8,127,750 

Science & Social 
Studies (5-8 gr) 

$3,354,124 

EOIs $7,308,302 

Total $18,790,176 

Federal Funds $3,800,000 

State Funds $14,990,176 

Total $18,790,176 
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Math/ELA (3-8 gr) $7,059,444 

Science (5-8 gr) $1,891,296 

EOIs $3,189,054 

Total $12,139,794 

Federal Funds $3,800,000 

State Funds $8,339,794 

Total Estimated 
Savings 

$6,000,000 
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www.act.org/readiness/2015 
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ACT Pilot Program 

• Leveraging a state rate (elimination of Plan test) 

• 80% of graduating seniors take the ACT 

• 50% of high school juniors (22,000) take the ACT 

• Must have ACT score to enroll in concurrent 

enrollment 

• 12 states administer ACT to all juniors.  23 states 

have state or district contracts with ACT. 

• Oklahoma has been a partner with ACT since 1959 

• NEW in 2015: STEM scores for students 
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National Study 

The NACAC study -- involving 123,000 students 

at 33 colleges and universities of varying types -- 

found that high school grades do predict student 

success.  

National Association for College Admission 

Counseling (NACAC) 



 

“High school grades remain the best predictor of 

college grades; and suggests that anyone relying 

on test scores reduces the breadth of their 

applicant pool for no good reason. Test scores 

transmit social disparities without improving 

our ability to select youths who will succeed in 

college.” 
     

 

Joseph Soares, Professor of Sociology at  

Wake Forest University 
 
    

GPA – A Strong Predictor 



“The higher-education world has known for years 

that a high school GPA is the strongest predictor of 

whether a student will fare well in college and 

ultimately graduate. Now, this ambitious study, 

sponsored by the National Association for College 

Admission Counseling, shows that poorer SAT or 

ACT test scores did not impair a good student's 

success in college.” 

 
From:  Confirmed - High School GPAs Predict College Success 

GPA – A Strong Predictor 

http://www.nacacnet.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.nacacnet.org/Pages/default.aspx

