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INTRODUCTION

Oklahoma Senate Overview of State Issues is designed to provide a convenient
summary of budget and taxation issues that face Oklahoma's Legislature.
Though full of factual groundwork, this book’s goal is also to put issues in
context.

Discussion begins with a brief overview of the state’s economic conditions and
population trends, since these dynamics so often serve as catalysts for change.

The state's tax structure is examined closely, beginning with an analysis of total
taxation and how it compares with other states. Each major tax type is then
presented in detail — how it is assessed, collected and spent under the law.
Regional and national rate analyses are provided for each major tax type.

Overall expenditures are presented in a chapter that details the emergence of
broad shifts in spending priorities. Recent bond issues for capital improvements
are also highlighted.

Next is a series of chapters, each of which is dedicated to a major policy area that
has been the subject of recent legislative deliberation and action. Subjects
discussed include the programs and budgets of almost all major state agencies.

Where relevant, descriptions of issues include historical context and state-by-
state comparisons. Programs and policies that at first may seem perplexing are
more easily understood when viewed in historical context.

The information is by no means comprehensive. More information on a
particular topic can be obtained by contacting the Senate staff analysts listed on
the dividing page of each chapter.



STAFF CONTACTS

Tom Walls

Chief of Staff (405) 521-5670

Caroline Dennis
Director, Committee Staff
Oklahoma Taxes

(405) 521-5685

Randy Dowell
Director, Fiscal Staff
State Expenditures

(405) 521-5769

Laurie Houser
Asst. Director, Support Services (405) 521-5772
Editor
Compiling
Graphics

Lori Block
Fiscal Analyst
Human Services

(405) 521-5773

Kim Brown
Legislative Analyst (405) 521-5765
Education
Jason Deal
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5766

State Personnel Issues
Transportation

walls@]lsb.state.ok.us

dennisc@]lsb.state.ok.us

dowell@]lsb.state.ok.us

houser@]sb.state.ok.us

block(@]sb.state.ok.us

brownk@]lsb.state.ok.us

deal@]lsb.state.ok.us




Amy Dunaway

Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5775
Agriculture
Environment
State Economy and Demographics
Tourism

Alicia Emerson
Legislative Analyst (405) 521-5715
State Personnel Issues

Jeremy Geren

Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5689
Education
Joanie Raff
Legislative Analyst (405) 521-5677

Oklahoma Taxes

Anthony Sammons
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5696
Health and Social Services

Sean Wallace
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5619
Public Safety and Corrections

dunaway(@lsb.state.ok.us

emerson(@lsb.state.ok.us

geren@]lsb.state.ok.us

raff(@lsb.state.ok.us

sammons(@]lsb.state.ok.us

wallace@]lsb.state.ok.us




TABLE OF CONTENTS

Overview

State Economy and Demographics ...........ccceereererrierienienienieeieeeeee e 1

State EXPENAITUIES .....ecvieerieeiierieitieieete ettt eete et vt saeesreeveesseessesenesaeas 7

OKIZhOMA TAXES ...eveeueeieieie sttt sttt see et 23
AGEICUITUTC ...ttt ettt e e et e e saesaeesreesseesseesseessessnenseens 52
Education

Common EdUcation ........c..ccccoiviiiiiiniininninecccee e 59

Career and Technology Education...........c.cceccveevieierienienieeeieceee e 81

Postsecondary EQUCAtion ..........cceevieiieiiiiiiieeieeee e 91
Environmental AZEeNCIes........ccveeieirriieiieeeie ettt 105
Health and Social Services

State Department of Health.............cooooiiiiiiiiiiieeee 111

IMEAICAIA ..ttt 119

Mental Health and Substance Abuse Services........c..coocevevenenerceeeneenne. 129
Human Services

Department of HUMAan ServiCes ..........oecvreierierienienieeieeie e seeseeeie e 141

JUVENILE JUSHICE ....vieeiiieiieeee e 167
State Personnel ISSUES .........cevuieiuieiieieiierieeee et 177
Public Safety and CoOrreCtions.........c.eeeeieieresene sttt 183
TOUTTSIN ..ttt ettt ettt st b et e et esaeesbeenbean 193
TrANSPOITATION ....evvieeieieieciieie et et et ettt e ete e seee e e sbeeseesseesaesseesseensesssenssessnas 201

This publication, printed by the Central Printing Division of the Department of Central Services, is issued by the
Oklahoma State Senate. 750 copies have been prepared and distributed at a cost of $8.82 each to the taxpayers of
Oklahoma. Reference copies have been deposted with the Publication Clearinghouse of the Department of Libraries.



OVERVIEW

State Economy and Demographics

Section Information Prepared By:

Amy Dunaway
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5775 dunaway@lIsb.state.ok.us

State Expenditures

Section Information Prepared By:

Randy Dowell
Director, Fiscal Staff (405) 521-5769 dowell@]sb.state.ok.us

Oklahoma Taxes

Section Information Prepared By:

Joanie Raff
Legislative Analyst (405) 521-5677 raff@lsb.state.ok.us

Caroline Dennis
Director, Committee Staff (405) 521-5685 dennisc@]sb.state.ok.us




HUMAN SERVICES

Department of Human Services

Juvenile Justice

Section Information Prepared By:

Lori Block
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5773  block@]sb.state.ok.us




STATE PERSONNEL ISSUES

Section Information Prepared By:

Jason Deal
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5766 deal@]sb.state.ok.us

Alicia Emerson
Legislative Analyst (405) 521-5715 emerson@lsb.state.ok.us




PuBLIC SAFETY AND CORRECTIONS

Section Information Prepared By:

Sean Wallace
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5619 wallace@lsb.state.ok.us




TOURISM

Section Information Prepared By:

Amy Dunaway
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5775 dunaway@]Isb.state.ok.us




TRANSPORTATION

Section Information Prepared By:

Jason Deal
Fiscal Analyst (405) 521-5766 deal@]sb.state.ok.us






