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INTRODUCTION

Oklahoma Senate Overview of State Issues is designed to provide a convenient
summary of budget and taxation issues that face Oklahoma's Legislature.
Though full of factual groundwork, this book’s goal is also to put issues in
context.

Discussion begins with a brief overview of the state’s economic conditions and
population trends, since these dynamics so often serve as catalysts for change.

The state's tax structure is examined closely, beginning with an analysis of total
taxation and how it compares with other states. Each major tax type is then
presented in detail — how it is assessed, collected and spent under the law.
Regional and national rate analyses are provided for each major tax type.

Overall expenditures are presented in a chapter that details the emergence of
broad shifts in spending priorities. Recent bond issues for capital improvements
are also highlighted.

Next is a series of chapters, each of which is dedicated to a major policy area that
has been the subject of recent legislative deliberation and action. Subjects
discussed include the programs and budgets of almost all major state agencies.

Where relevant, descriptions of issues include historical context and state-by-
state comparisons. Programs and policies that at first may seem perplexing are
more easily understood when viewed in historical context.

The information is by no means comprehensive. More information on a
particular topic can be obtained by contacting the Senate staff analysts listed on
the dividing page of each chapter.
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