US Department Of Education (USDOE)/Office of Civil Rights (OCR)

Langston University-Tulsa Chronology
1973 o Oklahoma submits desegregation plan to address its previously maintained de jure segregated system of higher education. 

1978 o Based on the State’s Plan, OCR notifies Oklahoma that it had “substantially complied” with the plan.
1992 o Supreme Court ruling in US v. Fordice provides that states cannot perpetuate policies and practices, traceable to the prior system that continued to have segregative effects, if such policies and practices were without sound educational justification and could be practicably eliminated. 

    o OCR notifies Oklahoma that all states with a history of de jure segregated systems of higher education would be monitored to ensure no vestiges of the previous de jure system were having a discriminatory effect on the basis of race.
1998 o State establishes branch campuses for LU, OSU and NESU in Tulsa. 
    o SB 1426, establishing the branch campuses, stated that “Undergraduate degree programs offered through OSU-Tulsa shall not duplicate those undergraduate degree programs offered by LU-Tulsa. 

2003 o OCR notifies Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education (OSRHE) of a complaint received alleging that OSRHE failed, on the basis of race, to provide funding to LU-T at a level necessary to implement its programs; allowed diminishment of LU-T’s programs through program duplication; and had not established a trustee board to assist LU-T in the implementation of its mission. 

2009 o OSRHE agree to:
1. Establish a Tulsa Higher Education working group with goal to:

a. Enhance LU-T’s mission, 

b. Develop enhanced program offerings at LU-T, and 
c. Study and make recommendations on funding, facilities and other resources need to support LU-T’s program offerings; 

2. Develop a more concrete definition of LU-T’s urban mission based on research; 

3. Develop list of meaningful, new, unique, projected high demand, and high quality program offerings; and 

4. Develop strategies to strengthen LU-T’s current academic programs.

    o OSRHE will base its allocation of resources decision on the recommendations of the Tulsa working group. 

2010 o OSRHE develop implementation plan based on the Working Group’s Plan. 

          o  Gov. Brad Henry reaffirms his commitment to spend $43.9M for one-time expenses at LU related to the implementation plan.
    o OCR sends letter outlining concerns about the implementation plan. 

2011 o OCR writes Oklahoma Governor asking that the plan be implemented with the required funding. 

