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What is Glenn Coffee hiding? 

It's been more than a week since it came to light that the Senate president pro tem was subjected to an IRS lien for failing to pay taxes several years ago. The lien was filed in October last year and was released in November, after the $28,822 bill was paid off. 

The Oklahoma City Republican owed the taxes for calendar year 2006. The taxes were assessed in November 2007. 

Coffee has said he filed for an extension and "didn't get done on time." He has said there were "extenuating circumstances" — without elaborating — but has taken responsibility for the failure to pay the taxes on time. 

Well, Mr. President Pro Tem, it's time to elaborate. 

Coffee said collateral was put up to borrow money from a bank to pay off the taxes. But he has declined to provide documentation requested by reporters and fellow lawmakers, saying the information is not relevant. 

It's not? We beg to differ, and believe most Oklahomans would agree. 

If Coffee did indeed get a bank loan to pay off the taxes, why won't he name the bank? Why won't he reveal what the collateral was? Was there a co-signer on the note? Was the collateral someone else's property? Was the type of loan he obtained the type any Oklahoman with good credit could obtain? 

Coffee has refused to release tax records, which is understandable up to a point. Most people wouldn't want that type of information made public. But he's not most people. He could release the records and redact information he doesn't want out. Or he could release a copy of the bank note. 

This particular tax problem isn't the only issue that's bound to dog the Senate leader. He told reporters that he didn't have any traffic citations "as far as I know." It turned out there were two outstanding tickets dating back to 2000 — one for speeding and another for not having a current license plate — that he had to scramble to pay off. Supposedly a "computer glitch" kept any notices or warrants from being issued. Mighty convenient glitch, some would say. 

Coffee also couldn't be sure all his taxes are up to date. "My taxes are all paid as far as I know," he said. 

Most of us aren't high-powered politicians, so we can't speak to the demands and stresses of such a job. But most of us keep track of traffic tickets and taxes due, and we certainly expect that and more of our leaders. 

Coffee's tight lips on his tax troubles are breeding more and more distrust among Oklahomans, who didn't know this state leader that well in the first place. You'd think he'd want to clear this matter up to save his own political hide. 

We'll raise the question again: Sen. Coffee, what are you hiding?
